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DISCUSSION ACTIVITIES (Thursday 18th June, 2020) 

 

Introduction: On Thursday, We can discuss about First Part.  

After reading 

1 Discuss: Tell students that George Orwell wrote 1984 in 1948. For a whole generation of 

readers 1984 was a possible vision of the future. Have students discuss in groups what the 

historical or political reality behind Orwell’s vision was and if today’s political reality makes 

1984 a possible vision of the future. Afterwards, groups compare answers. 
 

CHAPTERS 1–2 

Before reading 

2 Predict: Have students read the titles to Part 1, Thoughtcrime, and Chapter 1, Big Brother Is 

Watching You. Ask: What do you think thoughtcrime is? Who do you think Big Brother is? 

What kind of person is he? 

 

After reading 

3 Check: Students check and discuss their predictions. 

 

4 Discuss: Put students into groups and ask them to discuss: It is dangerous for Winston Smith 

to write a diary in 1984. In what situations do you think that writing a diary can be dangerous 

today? Afterwards groups compare answers. 

 

5 Write: Tell students: During the Two Minutes Hate, the dark pretty girl and others scream at 

the picture of Emmanuel Goldstein. Ask them to write a paragraph about who they think 
would be hated as much today and why. Afterwards students compare answers. 

 

6 Role play: Put the students into groups of four, one pair as the two Parsons children, and 

the other pair as Winston and Mrs Parsons. Pair A: The children say that Winston and Mrs 

Parsons are thoughtcriminals. The children seem to know what Winston has been thinking 
and writing in his diary. They also invent things about Mrs Parsons and her husband Tom. Pair 

B: Mrs Parsons and Winston try to make the best possible defence. 

 

CHAPTERS 3–4 

Before reading 

7 Guess: In groups. Students read title of Chapter 2 and guess what kind of work Winston and 

others do there. Compare answers. 

 

After reading 

8 Write: In pairs students write a list of adjectives, following the good/ungood example that 

Syme mentions. With one adjective and the prefix ‘un’, Newspeak is available to all. 

Compare lists and the differences between standard adjectives and those of Newspeak. 

 


